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receivea is unavoidably neldover*
Subscriptions should be sent to
the Chairman of the Joint Finance
Committee,

Sir Robert Hudson,
S3, Pail Mall, London, S.W.

The Claim of the Prisoners.

The suggestion, originally made in an article
by Lord Nortkcutfe, that steps should be
taken to send on a visit to Switzerland
the wives of tho British non-commissioned
officers and men now interned there has been
received with widespread approval. Tho idea
is warmly supported by Mr* Arthur Stanley,
Chairman of tho British Red Cross Society, by
Sir Robert Hudson, Chairman of the Society's
Finance Committee, and by Sir Hedley hb
Bas, joint honorary secretary of the Kitchener
Memorial Fund. Mr. Fenwiok Harrison and
StR Robert Younger have eaeh offered to send
out fifty wives and mothers at their own ex
pense, and besides tho larger amounts contri
buted by Lord Derby, tho Duke of Portiand,
and others, many individual gifts of smaller sums
havo been forwarded to the office ox Tho Times
and elsewhere, with tho request that they may
be devoted to the same object* Arrangements
must, of course, bo made with the Swiss and
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"from tho R.F.C." Equally general will bo
the satisfaction that the King has promptly
conferred tho Victoria Cross upon tho occupant
<. f tho aeroplane—a young airman bearing tho
eminently English name of Robinson, and an
officor, before ho joined tho Flying Corps, in a
famous English regiment of the line. Certain
additional facts which are now revealed for the
first timo—namely, that Mb. Robinson had
been in tho air for more than two.hours,
and had previously attacked another airship
enhance, the valuo of ono of the most spirited
individual achievements of the war. Nothing
could be better calculated to hearten our
intrepid night-fliers, whose dangerous patrols
aro for the xpost parb necessarily fruitless,
than this conspicuous success and its instant
aneous recognition*

Wo shall not,wohopo,bo suspected either of•* pro-Germanism " ingeneralorof anysympathy
with Zeppelin raiders in particular, if wc depre
cate tho controversy which is raging over the
burial of the crow. So far as wo aro aware,
there has never been the slightest intention of
making; a public ceremony of it. 'On the con
trary, tho greatest pains seem to have been
taken by the military authorities to keep it
as quiet as possibh, and tho discussion which
went on yesterday about the quality of tho
coffins—" the keyhole," says one candid
jourail, "afforded a sufficient view "—strikes
us as indescribably petty. The responsibility
for these raids, and their difference from
our own air raids on Gorman factories, are deep
and disputable questions* into which we do not



he devoted to the same object. Arrangements
must, of course, be made with the Swiss and
French authorities for the reception of the men's
wives and mothers in the Chateau d'Oex district
and at Murren, and for the granting of the neces
sary facilities for their journey through France.
But in both cases we may assume with confidence
that our Alty and our friends tho Swiss, who
have already shown such great kindness to the
wounded British prisoners, will gladly do every
thing that they can to help, and it is already cer
tain that this practical measure of sympathy
with tho men who havo fought for us, which
will bring gladness into so many lives, will be
carried through with all possible dispatch.

There remains, however, tho question of our
prisoners who aro stilf in Germany. Their lot
is not so happy. In the last of the articles in
which ho examined certain sidelights of the war,
as seen from the vantage-ground of neutral
Switzerland, Lord Northclutb recorded his
conviction that their treatment demands much
greater attention than it is at present receiving.
Ho also maiv a special appeal on behalf of
"friendless'* prisoners—those who do not re-
ceive from home parcels of bread and other food
to supplement or replace the meagre fare pro
vided in some ot tnc prison-camps. In a letter
which we published the other day on this subject
Mr". Young, the secretary of tho Prisoners* Aid
Society, categorically assures tho public that
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our own air raids on German factories, are deep
and disputable questions* into which we do not
propose to enter now. What is certain is that
tho flying men of the two peoples havo a mutual
respect for one another—due to the special
danger of their calling—which is something
quite apart from tho feeling in other branches
of the Service. This mutual respect has led
to special treatment on both sides, and for our
part wo are quite content to leavo the
soldiers to order matters in their own way.

Lord Cr3wn received at the Foreign Office
yesterday afternoon tho retiring SerbianMinister. Other visitors to tho Department in
cluded the French, Russian, and Italian Ambas
sadors and theLiterian Minister.

WAB COMMITTEE AND
CABINET COUNCIL*

It is officially announced that a meeting of
the War Committee was hold at 10, Downing*
street at 10.H0 yesterday. The Prime Minister
presided, and the following members were
present:—Mr. McKenna JBarl Curzon of Kodles-
ton, and Mr. Bonar Law. The under named
also attended :—The Marquess of Crewe, Lord
Hardingo of Ponshurst, Admiral Sir H. Jackson,Vico-Admiral Sir H. F. Oliver, Major-Ge*oral
F. B. Maurico, Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Maurice
Hankey, secretary, and Lieutenant-ColonelW* Dall> Jones, assistant secretary.

It is also officially announced that tho Cabinet
r n f t f
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