
CAPTAIN CYRIL EDWARD JOLLIFFE MC, The Cheshire Regiment

 A Professional Officer, interned in Switzerland 1916-17

Born in Chester in 1883, to solicitor William D Jolliffe, Captain Cyril Edward 
Jolliffe M.C. was a keen sportsman and career soldier with the 1st Battalion 
of the Cheshire Regiment.  He married Millicent May Kenyon Stow in Janu-
ary 1912 and was a Captain at 31 years old when WW1 began.  

Dangerously wounded in the first days of the conflict and eventual retreat 
at Mons in Belgium, he was awarded the Military Cross for gallantry during 
the stand made at Audregnies on 24th August 1914.  Early on 25th August 
he was found and taken by the Spencer brothers from the battlefield to 
the village convent,  and subsequently moved between eight hospitals and 
operated on more than 12 times before being transferred to Switzerland, in 
May 1916.  His detailed Prisoner Debrief document is an impressively pro-
fessional and objective yet human record of the hospitals, transport, food 
and accommodation experienced as well as the medical and care staff he 
and other seriously wounded soldiers encountered during this time.  

On 31st May 1916 he arrived at Chateau d’Oex in Switzerland on the first train carrying wounded British 
prisoners who required treatment and were unable to return to combat.  Crowds of local citizens welcomed 
them along the route.  In an impressive military and social experiment, they, and similar others from all bel-
ligerent countries, were swapped for German prisoners and accommodated across Switzerland as internees 
throughout the rest of the war.  

During his internment Cyril’s wife arrived to visit, on one of a series of trains specially commissioned to 
bring prisoners’ wives from England, and she stayed in Chateau d’Oex until the summer of 1917.  Their son 
Geoffrey Jolliffe, born on 6 May 1917, was reported to be the first baby born to a British prisoner of war in 
Switzerland. 

Cyril was repatriated separately to the UK on 13th September 1917.  He had two daughters in the follow-
ing years, and was employed as Welfare Officer in an engineering Company near his home in Shoreham, 
Sussex.  When he died of septic pneumonia on October 23rd 1931, at the age of 48, it was reported that he 
had never fully recovered from his wounds.  He was buried at St Julian’s Church, Kingston Buci cemetery in 
Shoreham-by-Sea,  where his funeral was attended by Private W. Mayhew reported in the regimental obitu-
ary to have been a prisoner of war with him.  
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